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1 . 70 a great Meaſure, owe to Your Ex- 
lent Lordſhip, as we do r Lordſhip 's Self, in 
peculiar Manner, to Her moſt Zac Majeſty. 
nd for both theſe we muſt be for ever indebted ; 
ce what is ineſtimable, as Religion and Loyalty 
re, can never be paid for. 
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3 V. 4 
No Man taketh this Honour unto 
that is called of GOD, as was 


\# HE ne and ney dy of Ke 
« 122 much depend on the Divine of thoſe 
15 * Who ſerve at — that tis no Wonder the 

e Grand Adver/a ankind, among other 
182 Method to om 1D has }abourd to | 
% $ # — wo nions: One, 3 
Diſtinction between Sacred and Pre- 
phone is — ond alſe: The Other, That the Sacred Cha» 
11ter is to be extended beyond the Limits that God has 
pointed. The Firſt of theſe brings a Gantempr on the Ain 
in general, and ſo cuts off all Religion at once: And the Second 
— the Title of Mini/ters on thoſe) Who are none; which As 
urely, tho' more /owly,/ produces the ſame Effect. 

Now, che notwithſtandin ng the and all ade INFERNAL 
ATTEMPTS, Religion has hitherto kept up ſome Credit and 
Countenance in the World ; and we are © infallibly aſlur d, 
That the Gates of Hell ſhall never totally prevail againſt it's Yet 
tis too viſible, that the Ghurch of Gad has hereby din its 
moſt &/ential Parts j and the Divine Ordinances have been either 
lightly regarded, or , prophanely; as well ae ineffectually, adm» 
v/ered. Now, to retrieve the Honor of the Ghriſtian Hini/iry, 
without" which 'tis impoſſible Ghrj/fonity ige, can ſubſiſt) "tle 
neceſſary to be ſatisfied in theſe two Points, the one p he Word 
preſs'd, and the r u 


of my Text: 
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A Viſuation SERMON, 


I. No one ought to exerciſe the Office of a Mini n 
of God, roithout a Divine . Aden ate Gl 


1. From the Words of my Text, and the Ae 
ply'd therein, . { | | 


-2- From ſome other Conſiderations. 


1. From the Words of Text, and the Arguments im- 
ply'd therein. No Man taketh this Honour to himfelf, but bd 
that is talled of God, as was Aaron. For the Underſtanding 
of which Words, we are to obſerve, that St. Paul, Who, in at 
Probability was the Author of this Epiſtle, among other Ar 
guments to demonſtrate the Excellency of the Chriſtian Religie 
above the Jewiſh, ſhews, that the Sacrifice and * ſt c 
the Goſpel, are of far greater Worth than thoſe of the Zo 
The Fewihh Sacrifices could never expiate the Guilt and Pu 
niſhment of Sin, becauſe they were defective in their Nature 
and often to be repeated. And then the Fi- Priſ was a'Sin 
ner him/clf, and therefore not ſo well yoo to offer for ti 
Sins of others, Whereas, under the Gee, as the Sacrifice: | 
of infinite Value, ſo the Offerer was pertectly innocent. 
notwithſtanding the Dignity and Worth of both theft, there i 
ſomething elſe requiſite to make the Offering compleaty wit. T! 
Divine Appointment, For tho' there be infinite Value in th 
Sacrifice, and perfect Holineſs in him who offers It, yet Rill i 
cannotbe E al, unleſs they are pecul inted d 


a 
God himſelf. This the Ape ſhews, ri reid e the 
15 in ſeveral Places of this Epiſtle; but with reſpect to 


Offerer, in the Begirming of this Chapter. For in the 
erſe he tolls us, Every — N bring talen from 0 
Men, it ordained for Mon in Things ning ts God y "that bv 
Mer both Gifts and Sacrifice: for Sins, And then in my Te 
« Man taketh this Honour unto himſelf, but he that is called 
Gad, as was Aaron, From hence it is evident; Firſt, 
He, who officiates in Divine Matters, is to be — and t 
have a diſtinct Commiſſion from the reſt of Mankind; And, 
condly, This Commiſſion muſt be deriv/'d from Divine 1 
For upon theſe two Frinciples the A 's Argument depenc 
It was neceſfary, that the High-Prieſt, under the Chrifian, 
well as Jewiſb Diſpenſation, thould be taken from am 
and dime appointed to his Office z the Reaſon whereof 18, 088%" 
cauſe it belongs to God alone to appoint his Miniſters. 


Priacb d 'at Okettampton: 9 


that a conſiders the Force of the Apoſtle's Reaſoni 
will find, that by Honour is meant, not only the aer 
uad, 48 9 fancy d, but every other Holy Office in 
* and Chriſti rch. And co * 'tis the 

jt ofProfurion, to exceue ny fuck a 
Divine Comm, 

By Commi „I all alon mean am #utword Cult to the Mi- 
tiſtry : For tho' an imuard Call be angry! Oe no one ee 
vb undertake ſo high an Office without a 
ind Intention, that he can and will ote, and ther to, 
te Honour of God, and the Salva on of Mens Souls; yet, the 
oy Call is that which the A poltle here means; 
externally N and "conſtituted to any Holy Of- 

God himſelf, or medietch by thoſe 
* d to inveſt Men therewith ; 2 
nd his Sons, and the Levites, were conſecrated, and ſet God for 


Le ern he received from 

n 

e 
nvineible — , m 

a Divine Commſſion, to a 4 Ferfon for any Sacred 


1 The of the Office itſelf. The Apoſtle here calls 
in Honour z and it will appear to be an Morour of a very bigh 
tr, wo entry Rr ef Dyes, The YO 
eligion are mt 5 m are 
15 his Laws, to paſt his Pardons, and to e in his 
oſhip : God has committed to them the Keys of bir King- 
and whoſe — Sint they duly remit, they il _— 
whoſe ſoruer — they ſhall be » The 
wrd of the Myſteries 0 5 1 the Diſpenſers of his oy 
«d and Sacraments : In are the Meſſengers and 
ſadors of Heaven, and on hair ations the A - 
te Holy Spirit, and all the Graces © a good Life, depen 
theſe Characters and Powers are Ade de er in 7 26 
we; which ſufficiently demonſtrate the ity of their 
lon, and are a plain _—_— es Mo 
an give them their Commiſion; For who dares, without 
pe Orders of Heaven, undertake an Office which in- 
lo many and fuch great Fanteulars Should any One take 


upon 


; The of the Office itſelf. 
3 waz Ju. And, 3%, The * 72 | 
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| The Ae here makes the Calling of Aaron the 4 


fence of God, to miniſter n ſuch as we 
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4 
upon him the Character of an Ambaſader z ſhould 
Terms of Peace to Enemies, pretend to Naturalize N O 
and grant Pardent, without a Commiſſion from the Sup 
Magiltrate y as all his 4; would be null and bald, fo he 
be 70% criminal againſt his Prince, and liebe to the 
Puniſhment. The Application is ſo eaſy, that the Heath 
themſelves would never venture to Officiate in Nuri Ma 
ter: without a /p, Inſpiration from Heaven, ot a previou 
Juitiation by thoſe whom they thought intruſted by tha Net 
for that Purpoſe, | 
adly, Let us conſider thr conflant 


Prattice 


among the 


all other Minilert In the Jewl/b and Ghrifian C It 
uſual with the iter of the New Ty/lament, as wall as t 
Ancient Fathers, to enforce the Obligation of the Coe! oy 
tutions, by comparing them with thole of the me, of A 

Nature under the Law j and therefore, 'tis of great Moment 
conſider the Pragtice of the Fewy/h Church in the Caſe 'now | 


fore us, And we all know, that Nee could approach the Pr 


partiealeryy qypoinen by him. When God inſtituted Of 
ings and Sacrifice, and the other Poſitive Parts of his Woh 
e, at the ſame Time, ſet 2 a peculiar Order of Men to 
the Admini/irators of them: So that the Perſons who were 
mini ler, were equally of Divine In/titution with the Mini 
tions themſelves, Thus Aaron, and his Sent, and the 
were Conſecrated by the expre/s Gommand of God-to 
and they had all of them their di/lindt Gommiſſien from 
ven, and no leſs than Death was the Penalty of. invading 
Office, Num. 3. 10. & 18. 7. Nay, God was more than 
dinarily jealous of this Honour, and windicatad it, even Bt 
Expence of (ſeveral Miracles: Thus, when Grab, Dathe 
Abiram (tho! Lewes, and conſequently neaier to the Lord 
Holy Matters than the reſt of the Congregation) a/arp's 
Prieſts Office, God Almighty miraculouſly -deſtrby'd 2 
them and their A/oriates3 and their Gern/ers were prgered 
be beaten into broad Plates, and fixed. on the Aer, to de 
laſting Monuments of their Sacrilege, and a Cautibn $6.4 
Children of 1/rael, that none howld. preſume to Mer 
befere the Lord but the Seed of Aaron, Who alone were 
miſſion'd to this Office, Num: 16. Thus Can was; b 
immediate Hand of God, /iruch dead - on the Spa, for * 
ing the Ark, tho he did it out of Zeal to hinder it fr 
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Preach'd at Okehampton. 

2 Sam. 6. 6, 7. To ſhew, that ws Provence of 
« Service can Juſtify the Adedd/ing in Holy Co 

it Urziah attempting to of & d before the was 
ically ſmitten with Liproy, and ſo excluded for ever after, 
only all 8aryed, but even Qu Society, 2 Chron. a6. 
ve, A plain Argument, that the Sacwrdeta/ is not inclu- 
in the Regal Office, nor detived from thence z but is of a 
Au. and Inſtitution, I omit many other Inſtances 
me Nature. 


Now, n gens our H- 
f wid 7 prohl 
ua = e Loon 4 ll to un. Fees bad 


ue rightly obſerves What Aaron, and hit Sons, and the Le- 

fits, Were in the fuch are 

Men in the Chriftinn 

»1hNy/e were 3 und therefore, it can be no % 

I Eo dhe 

ſinour e z as argu n 

lou to the Dl their 

&ny'd, that ties ure more valuable than 

better than the Land of Canaan, ard the Sacrament: 

ders jm before all the Offering: and 

of the ode | (| 1 
„Let us confider , Example 

5% ſpeaks, in the Verſe a 

aaf to be made 8 Prieft, 

ſhu art my Son, a Day 

wr wanted no Gift to quali 

the Divine Nature \nfeparably united to his 

pring ſufficient Evidence of his Abilities, when but Twelve 

ears old; and tho' the 

oe — — 

was 

—— 
m Heaven, him 

was then about Thirty Years old. All 


+ Now, it cannot be 
Typet 1 r 
t 


ft 


TE 


72 
Ar 


the 


ts Life he ſpent in a private Capacity. He had Power and 
— ond any other Man whatſoever, 10 this Ho- 
nr to himſelf, and yet he abſtain'd from it, till this Com- 


F 


miſſton was ſo remarkably given him by his Father. He 
tame to fulfil all Righteouſneſs and therefore would do nothing 
tat might give the df Enwmuragenient to an undue Behaviour. 
And as his Example is to be a Rule and Pattern in other 


6 UVfiutinSERMON. 


Matters, ſo Eſpecially in he. For indeed, there can no pre 
bable Reaſon be given of his de/erring fo long to enter po 
his Office, but that he might thereby inſtruct us in the Hig) 
Nature of the Goſpel! Miniſtry, diſcourage all Pero 
from intruding into any Sacred Office in the Chriſtian Chu 
For his Example plainly teaches us, that no , Quali 
fications, no Good End or Intention, can warrant a 


Exerciſing any Holy Function, without a Divize Commiſſion. 


| Which having thus prov'd from the Words of my Ten 
and the Arguments imply'd therein, I ſhall now, in the 
Second Place, briefly mention ſome few others. 1 


(x) Then, we may obſerve, that tho“ our Saviour had many 
Followers, yet none of them preſum d to Prasad or Babes, 
or perform any other Sacred Office, till they were partieulary 
Commiſſion'd by Him. Thus St. Mart tells 1. — Þ 


V. 144 15. That of all thoſe who came unto hi 
Twelve, that they might be with him; and that 
them forth to Preach, and to have Power to heal Sic 
to caſt out Devils z; and afterward, the other 
went out upon 4 lite Errand, were eſpecially ated , 
him. So likewiſe, after his Reſurrection, when he advancd 
the Eleven to be les, he did it in à moſt Sahm : 
For firſt, he aſſur d them of his own Authority, 
ſays he, is given me, in Heaven, and in Earth. A 
be breathed on them, and ſaid, Receive ye the Holy | 
he gave them the Power of the Keys, and Authority to 
all the Holy Office: in the Chriſtian Church, and to 
ſame Authority to athers ; promiſing, that he woul 
with them and their Succeſfors even to the End of the 
ratify and confirm what was done in his Name, and agreeably 
to this Commiſſion. Now from hence 'tis that it 
Saviour's expreſs Will and Intention, that all thoſe are 
Y we 


r 


Miniſters in his Church, ſhould derive their Authority, 

mediately, or immediately, from Heaven. And 

may obſerve, * is 
2.) That in the Beginning of Chriſtianity, all thoſ® who 

officiated in Divine Matters, received their Commiſſion either 

from God dino or from Ap Hands, and com- 

Ron! Gon ad ee Wing ef e 

New ament, an other 

a | «4 Wl 1 TV Centurict 

+4 


to affirm,' chat Nene, but thoſe 


may 
hd here I ſhall not 
wo are Ordain'd by ſuch as we now commonly call 
wn have any Authority to miniſter in the Chriſtian Church : 
, that the Power of Ordination is folely lodg that Or- 
r, | ſhall from the -/»/fitut:on of our Saviour, 
te conſtant of the Abet. That the Power of Or- 
mation, lodg'd in the Apo/les, was of Divine Inflitutiong I 
pole, no one will queſtion, who reads theſe Words of our 
aſp ou h Nara ons — Father /ent 
you, AO. 41. am you away 
the End of the World; Mat. 28, 20. For from 
Divine Commi 
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to ordaln, or /end 

nien to ordaing Was alwa 
Auch, and to remain in ſunb Hands as the let (ho 
ey it to : All this, 1 ſay, is evident from theſe Words 


. 3 | 18 | ' L | : 
110 Dod wel. Dlſſurt. II in Lrenmum, Soft. 20, at, Ce, 
l * | | 5 . 6 7 T 
| i Epil, ad Cortath, $eQ,44. 
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warde. Theſe had, and * have, a — — 
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our Saviour, when duly confider'd and co d. Aud den 
this Propoſition naturally follows: WHOEVII has a Pow 
muſt oy it from the which vur $ 
viour recelv'd from God, and gave to his Apoſtles, and 
by them convey'd to tale Succeſlors.. The only Way then 
know in whoſe Hands this Commiſſion 1s now to 6 
Ire, what Perſons * n by the A 
m in this Office, Now, tis plain to any ene, thats will re 
the Scripture _ Pr —— Fm _ 255 Three ai 
Ordiry of Minifler: in the Chriſtian Chureh in the A 4 


rr . = a ws 


Days, and _ were. deſigned to _— to the 
the World. The of theſe Orders was that of Daum 
Theſe were at firſt; by the Direction of the the Apoſtles, 

ted and _—— the People, but / in their 655 


the laying on 0, fs Apoſtles Hands. T .. > ordain'd, n 
only to take Care of the Po, but alſo to raab and 
as is evident from the Inſtances of St. &. and St. 
who were Two of the firſt Seven. Secondly, We read 
higher Order, who were alſo inveſted. in their Offiee' oy 
Apoſtles : Theſe are commonly called Preſyters, or A 
in &cripture ; tho? that Name was not appropriated to the 
till the latter End of the Apoſtolieal Age, as will q_— 


adminiſter the Sacraments, to pronounce Abſalution, and in / 
Caſes, and upon /ome Occaſions, to rule and govery the 
ſian Church. And then, Thirdly, we likewiſe :readef 10 
Order, who were Superior to, and had over, be 
the former: Such were, beſides the Apoſtles, Timathy a 
Titus. For tis fm from the Epiſtles St. Pau} wrote to t 
that they preſided over the Proſbyters : They had Power 
—— them to their Duty, — ations againſly 2 
icially to n hich abukd 
— - ww — an ras ente were e 
—— poſties to bo hw i Thr Otis. Such w 
Famer, — an — are 
— Apoftles, or Biſhops, by alt Antiquity. -' ſuch, in 
Probability, were thoſe hem St. Paul calle Apoſter of 
Churches, 2 Cor. 9. 2 25 and Joins with Titus. Such allo 
thoſe Angeli of the Churches, mentioned in the Revelation: 

I know ſome have been pleaſed to 17 us, That Timo 
and Titus, and the/e Others / the hightft Order, were era 
dinary Officers in the Chriſtian — oof of ll 
fiitution only z but this is laid without any 


| Pheach'd at dia 9 
dene. That they were ſometimes | ſont Ay . 


hen 

ow ; Meſſh , and had a Po 2 elan, to do onira» 

"I. ry Thin "gs, ſuch as Miracles 6 Is very true z but then 

d ac ms is to be ſaid of the Prozbyters and 7 Philip 

on WW ve know) was only a Dean and yet God employ'd him 

D l feveral extraordinary Matters. And the Work ng of — 
wh was ſo common in the Beginning of Chriſtiapl 


winary Chriſtians were frequently endow'd with this Poe 

v that if this were an Argument for the A nch than 
r „ Order, it muſt be ſo too for a the reſt ; Which 
mo make the Objection, dare not ſay ; and ey warn 
kdee, there is no Force in it. 

But they farther urge, that Timothy was an Evan If; be- 
auſe St. Paul bids him do the Wark of an Evangeli But in 
infer to this, Two Things be ſaid ; either of which 
ly anſwers the Objection. * Firſt, ſuppoſing the Office of an 
Runge to have — a diſtinct Office, and of temporary In- 
litution only, 1 5 a vaſt Difference between doing the 
Dirt , and being realy ſuch an One. Tie 
kid © FL 1 as 4 King, hi ave to King David, 
Wan. 24. 23. Yet, I hope, no one will from rgue, 
tut he was 1. a King But then, Secondly, An Evangelift , 
m no diſtin Officer at any Time in the Chriſtian Chure 
for the proper Notion of in Ev eli in the 42; and St. 
P's Epiſtles, is, One who was emmently qualify'd to Preach 
de Golpel, and had taken v | great Pains therein. And 
terefore, the Title of Evangeli/ was merely accidental, and 
ren as an Additional, or Surname, to Perſons, V. Thus St. Philip 
ras call'd an Evongelift, becauſe, by his laborious Praching, 
* had converted Jamaris, and propagated the Goſpel in 
wal Places: And yet his Office was no more than that of a 
pow. For tho' he was dignify'd with that Title, he could 

by Prov and Baptize, and had not the Power of Laying on 
0 andi, which ech * mot hy and Titus had: And therefore, 

Office was far inferiour to theirs. From all which, tis evi- 
&nt, that Timothy's Power over Prezbyters did not accrue to 
lin upon the Account of his being an Evangelit, ſu 
le was one: And the Meaning of the Advice 2 5 — 
Wirk of an 2 vangeli/t, can be 2 more than this, viz. 

k (ould diligently ht tha Oo |, not only to thoſe who 
me already converted, but to /nfidels alſo, and thereby en : 
je the Bounds of Chriſtianity, But this no more proves 
u Office of Ruling Preſbyters, 1 Ordaininr, to be 2 


— 
— 


re 
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than St. Philip's being call'd an 0 oves the Office of 
Preaching, and Baptizing, to be ſo t here i hothing 
to object againſt the Permanency and Continuance of ut 06 
Timothy and Titus were ordain'd to. 

Indeed, (to uſe the Words of Biſhop Stilling feet) 
0 about to unbiſbep Timothy and Titus, may ds well wn 
I} the Epiſiles that were written to them, and make them "Oy Jon 
| ular and occaſional Writings, as 7 make nel Of 
| itus 1 have been only ſome particular and occaſiona A By 
| the Chriſtian Church, þ ah ag i theſ Epiſtles, as of 
| perpetual Uſe, did thereby fu po the ſame Kind 4 2 £4" ton 
1 tinue, for the Sake wha ſe excellent Epifiles weſt Whitten 

let were writt 
i to 3 the 


And tue have no greater Aſſurance, that theſe 2 iff 
| Apoſtle in the Care and Government of the 1 


| by Ot. Paul, than we have, that there 7 
Cal. p. 11. 80 that, according to the a pe off 

this Greet Man, the Office of Timothy 10 ff 

ſame Authority, and deſign'd to be 1 the 7 Continuan 


with the Epi/ilier that were written to them. And ſurely, No- 
thing can be ſaid more highly for the Jus. Divinum of Epiſo 


pacy, than this. 

From what has been ſaid, it plainly T ars, T Hat chere were 
Dres diftint? Order: ſet apart b the M ich by thy —— 
Our next 2 4. then is, To how many, or to eſe, 
the Potwer tien was omen, Now, that the I 
Orders ( 428. that of Deacons) had not this Power, is by ll con- 

d. And the %% Order 4 which Timothy and Tur 
were) had it, we are aſſured, by the expreſs Teſtimony of 

St. Paul. The only Queſtion then is, whet! er the /e/ond Order, 

viz. that of Pres * was ever inveſted with this Power. 

he Affirmative of which'Queſtion can never be proved from 
Scripture, or Antiquity, For, mm 
1. 'Tis frivolous to argue from the Community of Names to 
5 the Sameneſi of Office. And therefore, tho' the Words 155 
and Presbyter, be promiſcuouſly uſed, and mere Prezbyters fie 
| ' quently called BiÞops ; yet this doth not prove, that ehetefore 
| 
all the Powers, which belong to thoſe we now call N, 
were ever lodg'd in thoſe Presbyters. At this Rate of A 1 
545 Presbyters, and Deacons, would all be but one 

For the Apoſtles are ſome called ati, Deacons, as wall as 
1 ers; nay, our Saviour himſelf is called by that Name: 
ow ridiculous and abſurd would it be, to infer, that 


— — —é — — — — — 
- 

- 

— 
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beten have a Power to Ordtin, and are Apefflu, and Bibopr, 
decauſe thofe, who are called Deacunt in Scripture, had ſuch a 
Power, and were called by theſe Names ? And yet this is the 
that the Arguments from the promiſcuous Uſe of the 
Words Biſhop and Precbyter can amount to. Ld 
The oily Method to prove, that the Power of Ordination be- 
longs to Prezbyters, is, to ſhew, that whoever had a Power to 
priach, and Auminiſter the Sactaments, had allo a Power to Or» 
lan; or, that whoever were called by the Name of Preiby. 
, or Bh, were inveſted therewith. But this is what can 
never be done. On the contrary, tis very evident, that many, 
who were authorized to preach and adminiſter the Sacraments, 
had n4 Power to Ordain, St, Paul tells Tu Chap. f, v. g. 
That for this Cauſe he. % him in Crete, that he Or- 
lain Elders in every City : But this could be no Cauſe of Ieavl 
him there, if the Preilyters, or Elders, had the Power of Ord 
nation lodg'd in them: For that Ind had been converted tb 
Chuſtianlty long before this Epiſtle was written, and before 
ſitu; came thither : And, no Doubt, there were many Prei- 

im among them, Perſons to preach and adminiſter the Sac 
ments to the Inhabitants of that and. The ſame may be 
of Not being ſent to Kphe/ur, To what Purpoſe was 
ſent thither, if the Pre:byters there before had Power to ordain 
$ that tho' Prezbyters.are called Bip; in Scripture, this dot 
not prove the Power of Ord n was ever committed to 
A his be proved from that gerpetually quoted 

condly, Can this rov m per pei qu 

Paſſage, 1 Tim. 4. 14. Where St. Pau exhorts Huh. not to 
a the Gift that was in him, which was given him by Pre- 
the, with the Laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery, For, 
luppoſing Timothy's Ordination is here ſpoken of, (-which 
many learned Men have queſtion'd) I have ſhewn before, That 
the Apoſtles themſelves were called by the Name of Prezbyter;. 
And ſo the Presbyters here mentioned may, very probably, be 
Abies, as many of the Ancients thought, Certainly St. Paul 
Was one of them, or at leaſt among them and by his Authority 
done the Ordination was compleat, tho! one, or more, who 
vere mere Preſbyters, laid on their Hands in Concurrence with 
tim, to teſtify their uy and Approbation : As is the Cuſtom 
this Day in the Ordination of a, Pre/dyter ; and has been 
bmetimes done at the r of a Bap, as in the yo 
2 
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of Pulaglvi I, Biſhop of Rem e, And dle remarkab 
bt, Paul a Tim, 1.400 aferibes the hole. of Tino 


| 


nation to his own Laying + of Handi, In ſhort, to mak 
— 4— wy Thing fo Ye pol theſe Thres Thing it 
eaſt mu 


— Flrſt, That b 193 57 is here mean 
a Company of Per/ons : Secondly, That theſe Perſons were all 
mere Profbyter: And, Thirdly, That Nowe but ſuch gave 71 
mothy his Ordination. The Firſt of which is wncartain The 
Second improbable; And the Third ab/olutely falſe. Not te 
mention /everal other Difficulties, which muſt be clear'd be 
fore this Text can be brought to ſpeak the Senſe, which thi 
Patron; of the Presbyterian Cauſe would extort from it, Info 
much, that we may well admire, with the Learned + Mr. $:/ 
den, (who cannot be ſuſpected of Prejudice in Favour of 150 
copacy) how any One can offer this Text, as a Proof of 
Preibyters Power to ordain. Upon the Whole, there is not the 
lea Footſtep in Scripture or Antiquity, of ſuch a Power be 
ing convey'd by the Apoſtle to any, but ſuch ag are of an Or 
der /uperiour to that of Presbyters, 
or the further Clearing of which, and to ſolve thoſe Dif 
ficulties this Point has been entangled with, give me leave, 
briefly as I can, to lay before you my Sentiments, concem 
ing the Apoſtles Proceedings in the Settlement of Officers, in ti 
ſeveral Churches which they planted. df 
The Apriles (as I have ſhew'd) receiv'd from our Saviou 
a Divine C:mmiſſicn. Whatever therefore they did in Purſu 
ance of that Commiſlion, muſt be of. Divine Inſtitution 
There is then no Reaſon in this Caſe to diſtinguiſh betweet 
Fur Divinum and Ju Aboſtolicum, as the Learned Bilhox 
everidge has obſerv'd 4 : For this Commiſſion was of Dion 
Authority; and they were guided by the [y/allibe Spirit c 
God in al Things relating thereunto: So that whatever ti 
did, which was within the Limits of that Commiſſion, is 3 
much of Divine Right and Inſtitution, as if God hitnſelf had 
immediately order'd it: Now the Power of Ordination bein 
erpreſy included herein, (as I ſhew'd before) whatever Office 
they appointed by virtue of this Power, may truly be (aid tt 
be of Divine [n/titution. But then as to the Settlement e 


„Vid. Bevereg, in Can. Apoſt. t. 
De Syned. L. 1. C. 14 
Cod. Can, Vind. Cap. 11. 618 
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lone ordain'd to thoſe Offices In particular Churches, the 
h Method ſeeme to be this! ! y n 
aving recely'd the aforeſald CommiMon from our Saviour 
10 being All'd with the Hob C %, Arſt of all they eftablih'd 
Church at Jery/alem, of which they made St. James Prefl- 
lent, or Biſhop z as is evident from his Authority at the 
{it Council held there, and from the concurrent Teſtimony 
of Ancient Friters., To him they gave a Power of Ordaining, 
y well as Preſiding, in that Church : And he ſeems to have 
den fix'd there %% oor, becauſe of the Multitude of Be 
{rs at that Place, Under him were conſtituted. forme of 
the two Infrriour Orders before mentlon'd. Church 
ting thus ſettled, the Ah diſpers'd themſelves intq ſeveral 
Parts of the World, And when they had converted a con- 
fderable Number at any Place, they Ordain'd the moſt cm- 
nt of them to the Offices of Pre/dyters, and Deacons. To 
theſe they committed the Care, and Government of the Chu 
n their Abſence ; ſtill reſerving to themſelves the Epi/c 
Power of Ordaining, and of Vini thoſe Churches, and 
ting in order the Things that are 1 And when there 
uppen'd to be Occaſion for more Preſſyters and Deacons by 
raſon of the Increaſe of Believers, they either went in Perſon, 
or (ent others inveſted with Apoſtolical Power; who ſome- 
times were order'd to re/ide conſtantly among them, and ſome- 
times were call'd off to attend at ather Places. So that in 
ſreral Churches there were at firſt only Pre/byters and Deacons 
d, who took Care of the Affairs of the Church in the 
Apoſtles Abſence. But before the Death. of all the Apoſtles, 
Biſhops were ſettled in every Church, according to the Model 
of that at Jeruſalem, r | 
Epiſcopacy therefore, as it implies a 3 above 
Preſbyters, and a Right to Ordain, is of Divine Appointment, 
ncluded in the CommiMion, which our Saviour receiv'd from 
tis Father, and deliver'd over to the Apoſtles : But as to 
Dirceſan Epiſcapacy, or the yoo a Biſhop to a certain Di- 
fri, tho' that too be of Aprfolical Inſtitution, yet it is not 


W/lutely 4 but ſeems to be a pruentia! jntment 

the Apoſtles, for the - Preventing of Schiſms Diviſions, 
khich were likely to ariſe from an Equality of Power among 
e Governors, And therefore it was inſtituted in ſome 
Places /oomer, in others later: But wherever the Goſpel was 


jead, it was ſettled before the End of the aa 


— , — 
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This T' take to be a true Account of the Apoſtles Med 

in /eitling of Churches, and the Officers therein: And which, 

if 1650 and 2 55 128 d, will be found moſt agree. 

able to te Ancient Records of Chriſtianity, in the New Tk. 

ament, and the Primitive Writers. And by this Accoutit ws 

ma wall the moſt Con/iderable ObjeRtions, that have 

made againſt the Divine r For, 

| 5 it rom hence we. may eaſily account for all thoſe Placed 

of Scripture, which are brought to prove the mg of Bi. 

ſhops arid Preſbyters; as 47; 20. where the erſons, 

| at are call'd' lers or Preſbyters in the ryth Verſe, ut 

call'd Exigxora, Overſeers or Biſhops in the 28th. And Phil, 1, 

1. the Apoſtle directs his Epiſtle to the. Saints which" are at Phi- 

| 12h Avith the Biſhops and Deacons, And in his Epiſtles to 

1 imothy, and Titus, having mention'd the Pualfications of « 

| Bibopy ts proceeds to thoſe of Deacons, without ſo much as 

.naming Pre/byters. This is 0 by ſome an 

%% Atgument againſt the Three-fold Order in the Chviſtian 

Church. But not to mention what is commonly ſaid to this 

Objection, the foregoing Account will furniſh us with 'a full 

eply. F or I think, we may, and /bould, that by Bi- 

| Habs in all thoſe Places ate meant only ſuch, as we now cal 

| Preſbyters. Thaoderet's Opinion being very probably que 

| viz, * That thoſe of the high Order, now call'd 

were at firft call'd Apaftles; and the Second Order, now. call 

| Profs, had ths te Tile allo of Bibps, And pethi 

Where- ever the Word Biſbop is found in 7 as apply'd 

ö e Middle 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


to an Eccleſiaſtical Officer after our Saviour, 
is always meant . For tho? the Apoſtles are ſometimes call 
Preſoyters, and Deacons,, yet they are never call'd | 
Their Office indeed is once call'd Emiozewi, But in all the 
fore-mention'd Places of Scripture, by Enlozoru we are t0 
derſtand the Middle Order, which we now call Preſbyters, 
(1.) For Hi, in St. Paul's Charge to the Elders of Ep 
ſus, among all his Directions, there is nothing but what 1 
proper to be ſpoken to Perſons of this Order: But not a Wo 
about Ordination. Which certainly would not have been. 
| Tom. 3. p. 473. Edit. Par. 1642. 5 
| + And ! the Syriac Verſion of the New Teflament, 4 


Nord Ken.onomc; is N rendreũ by Preſpyter, aud E up by Freſt) 
teratus. id, Bevereg. in 7 


Can, Apeftel. 2. 
omitted 
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aitted, if that Power had been lod beg E 
midering St. Paul had fo falt an Occafion for 
y had told, them, they, ſhould take Head 10 the | of Ch 
w which the Holy Gh had made them 288 hs a 
op takers grievous Wolves would enter in, an mou 

uld ariſe, peu king pirverſe Thiags, to Fe 175 
r lem; it would have been very natural to have ly 
en ſome Caution about ſuch as were to be admitted 
ly Orders, if the Power of Ordinatian had belang't 
tem But there'is not a Syllable in all that long and 1 
wte Charge concerning that Matter. Which to me 15 A pi, 
Inument, that it was none of their Province. THT. H. 
peed the Government of the Church of Epheſus, while +: 
teir Biſhop, was abſent;. or rather, before he was & 
kbyp, according to the beſt Chronologers : And' the 'S 
Paul ſpeaks much to them concerning that Matter, bye * 
wthing that intimates their Power of Ordination : Sd that + 
te N whom he there ſpeaks, were undoubtedly of 
e /V11 er, 
And thus likewiſe by Ben in the Epiſtle to the Prop: 

, ſuch as we now 12 Pre youre are meant. And there- 

ke in that whole Epiſtle St. Paul gives no Direction to th 
mceming Ordination. For that was not the Buſineſs of thol 
kiewrs, but belong'd to Epaphroditus ; whom, Chap. 2. 25 
yew * Brother, and Companion in Labour; dh N 201 
Ley /ile. And it is probable, St. Pau ordain'd hit 
b that Office, ** he ſent him with this Epiſtle. F ot whi 
aſon, at the 1 * Verſe of oy pref, he charges ja. 


fecit him in the Lord oo all Gladugſi, and to bold ſuch 
tation, And he is by all .. 4 the 
* Philippi. And 89 Jerom himſelf not on! es t 
Interpretation, but from hence proves, that es 
Gris convey'd their whole Office, and Authority, is ch 
ly. His Words are very remarkable *. Paulalim tempore 
Predente & alii ab his quot Dominus elegerat, ordinati unt 
0 fut il ad Philippenſes Sermo declarat, dicens, Meigſſa. 
. exi/timavi Epapbroditum veftrum - Apoftolum ad wot mittre. 
0 that the Apoſtolical Office was not temporary, but deſign'd 
continue in the Church of Chriſt. And therefore the 
les took care to Ordain ſome to ſucceed them, who were 


Com. in Gal. 1. 19. 2 
at 
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at firſt call'd by the ſame Name. Av alſo Tdi ehre 
tells us “: T (lays he) whom we now call Biſhop, were 
firſt calld Apoſtles, And from the Character here given 
A e argues, That the Ewiexors in the Beginaut 
of the Epiſtle were to be ſubject to him; and conſequen 
no more than mere Pre/tyters. a 
The ſame Order is allo meant under the Title .of bee 
in the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus ; and their Office is t 
term d enen. For in the Qualifications fot Of 
"ere is nothing to intimate, that ſuch being Ordain d wo 
ve a Power 4 Ordaining others: And therefore, ſays 77 
eret upon the Place, Here again St. Paul call a Preſbyter 
the Name of Biſhop, 1 Tim. 3. 1. And then makes this gen 
ral Remark +: Formerly the ſame Perſons were talled both Pr 
byters and Biſbops ; and thoſe now called Biſhops, were then tal 
Apa/tlts + But, in Proceſs of Time, the Name if Apofile was | 
to thaſe Apoſtles Arifily /o called ; arid the Name of Biſbs a 
bed bo all the re. So that granting mere Preibyrers to bo j 
ture-Biſbops, which ſome. have ſo eatneſtly contended for 
nothing can from thence be inferr'd, to prove them to ha 
equal Pitvert with thoſe Wwe now call BU, Who are Sure 
ts of a Maher Order. For in all the Directions 7% and ob 
thoſe call 1 in the New Teſtament, there is nothi 
ſald that implies a Pots off Ordination lodg'd In them. B 
when St. Paul writes to Timethy and Tut, he then 
mentions /e Power to Ordain z and Is very large in Jetti 
down Rules to direct them, 1% and het to exerciſe It, T 
Reaſon of which Difference of Language muſt be this, Th 
theſe latter had this Power, whereas the %% had not, dt 
conſequently were of an Irin Order, The might Ru 
and govern the Aﬀalrs of the Church, In the tulle Abſene 
and when they had no fx'd Hep among them; but the 
had no Authority even at %“ Time to Appoint and Ons 
other Miniſters ; That was N eculiar to the n, 
thoſe of the ee Order, The Objettion therefore « 
Proſlyter: being call'd Bi&6ops in Scripture, is of no Ford 


Vid. Tom. 3. p. 323, 1 Ed. Par, 1642, 

+ Ty; euri; Ina world lgioGorigs nal! Brioxlry * wt N 
aun Een, Arercbet lde vd d xgν wentes vi 
Ti; ATmoroMig be, ret anIug Af xaTiNTcy TH A mig Bs 
| Koning eenyeglar Toly Taka kahle A rere lle. Vol 
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inſt the diſtin Divine Inftitutien of Epiſcapacy ; for the 
7 in e can never be prov'd to have a Power of 
Mut ia 
The Truth of the whole Matter is this: Thoſe who were 
* _ this Power in the Beginning of Chriſtianity, were 
known by the Name of beet; and the Middle 
dir ha — the Appellation, ſometimes of Bie, and ſome- 
mes of Preſbyter;, But ſhortly after, the Name of Apoſtles 
were appropriated to thoſe he were conſtituted by our Sa» . 
wur; their Sues urs in Modeſty declining ſo High a Title; 
4nd then the Three Orders were dit ale « fa Names 
i Biſbops, Preſbyters, and Deacons. 5 this Diſtinction was 
ix'd immediately upon the Death of the Apo/ilzs, Before, or 
u the very Beginning of, the Second Century; as appears from 
this, That all the Wiler at, and after that Time, conſtantly 
xckon up the Three Orders under theſe Three Determinate 
Titles +. It — yd manifeſt that f from Preſbyter: being 
all'd Biſhops no Colour ent can be 
fawn aga * 12 Order in — Chriſtian 2 2 
« any hing urg d in Prejudice to the Divine Right 


bY The for gh fr nt lp Anſwers the e6mmon 
lon, 8 6 4. that famous Paſſage of St. 
10 wy 7 dmong the People, I am of 
wl, / am 7 es, and I of Cephas, the Ghureh wat go- 
_ a Common Council of Preſayter: : But when this Pu 
the Governours occaſioned Se“, and Divifdons, it 
reed all over the Mori, that One flared above the of 


* And I gk It highly probable, that ft, Chmery, who wrote (n 
bs ele 4% about the Year of Cha 6, (Dowel, Addl 
df Prarfon, Dif wo I, . +. ' on 24, V. /in D 4 


lng, os STI — Pearſon, Ty but one Your & or bt, Ven 
aa Yo Me to Timerby, and before 2 aps were generally fr 2 
heir Titten eri ved, (peaks In the ＋ Ipture Lan ung, d thero- 
fre, throughout his whole Epiſtle, by N and Profiyters, we are 
v underſtand thoſe of the nd Order, For he no where gſcribes 
b them the Power of Ordination but appropriate» that to 3 — 
lle, and thoſe 'BaMyiper args, mentioned 1 Ep. Seck. $4: 

be 1 plainly intimates to be the Apoſtles 67 0 Mind * 4 
1 4 to, thoſe he calls by ho promiſcuont ames of Hep: 

rOjOyters. 
+ Vid. Bevereg. in Can, Apoſt, 2. Pearſon. Vind, Ignat. apud 
bares Apoſtolic. ol. 2. p. * &c, | 


without evident Reaſon. For we are to conſider, that St. 


the Objection, which is founded on the uncertain Succeſſien of 


all the Difficulty is concerning who were Hiſbeps of thole 
Sees in the Ahoi Age, during the firſt Sixty or Seventy 
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Joould be intrufted with the Curt of the Church, that fo the Mit. 
chiefs might be prevented. Now any impartial Reader of 
this Paſſage will believe, that the Time St. 8 here ſpeaks 
of, was While the /e, were living 1. For St. Pal tells ws, 
That 4% Uu the Language / many, when he wrote % the Co- 
rinthiaris : And this might happen in ſeveral other Churches, 
if (as 1 have ſhewn) the Middle Order were at firſt left by the 
Apitlet to 2 in thelr Abſence, 80 that St, % meant 
no more than this, I Hat at the % Planting of Churches, 
the Preſdyter; were for ſome "Time Intruſted with the Go. 
vernment of them the Apefiet not thinking It neceſſkiry to 
fix Bi/bep! every where Immediately j but afterward, finding 
that this Parity 9 the Governours was Ineenvenlent 
they fAx'd ſome of the hight Order in all Churches an 
confin'd them within eertam Limits 4 Ut Sehbi/matht  Soming 
tallerentur, Phat the Seeds of Selim might be wt and , 


Unity of the Church preſerved, by the conflant Refidence of a 
Supreme Governouw among them. But St, Jerom does not fay, 
that thoſe Pre/byterj had ever a Power of Ordination ; for that 
he places in the Hip alone, And when he advances Fre- 
byters higheſt, and aſcribes all other Powers to them, he ex- 
cepts that of Ordination; which he would not have done 


Jcrom was a Man of a very high Spirit, and apt to grow hot 
upon any Oppctition : And when he wrote that remarkable 
Epiſtle to Evagrius, and thoſe other Paſſages in Aavour of 
Preſtytery, (of which Order he himſelf was) he had been 
highly provok'd by the Insolence (as he calls it) of the Roman 
Deacons, who aſſum'd to be upon the Level with Preſoyter: : 
And therefore he wrote in the Vehemence of Paſſion, when 
he would be ſure to ſay all that he could for the Honour of 
his own Oider: And yet, after all, he is forc'd to acknow- 
ledge, that a Pcwer of Ordination does not belong to it. In- 
deed, all that he ſays is conſiſtent enough with the Drum 
Right of Epiſcatam; which he abundantly owns, and proves 
too, in ſeveral Places of his Works. | 

24ly, The Accoũnt I have given, takes off all the Force of 


the firſt Biſhops in ſome of the moſt eminent Churches, ſuch 
as Rome, Auticch, and others; whereof ſome reckon one the 
firſt Bithop, and ſome another. Now, we may obſerve, that 


Yeats 
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Years after our Saviour's Paſſian i; For the Cucceſſten afters / 
wird is char, and uncontroverted. But this Difteulty 
ſly to be accounted for, If we conſider, that when th 
70 were obliged to be abſent from thoſe Churches, 
Y 


only Preſlyters and Deacon: were at firſt 8. left 
m or Pet 


; upon all Emergencles, a Perſo % with 
140 er, who were to reſide there for. a 
het were called off again upen the like, ek fo 
portant Occaſion, For as Hiace were, am, preſent ſet⸗ 
led, fo at fArſt In very few Places did any one of the be 
of ellen! Order cin reſide : Thus Timethy, after he 
hid been a While at i, and exerciſed his 58 Au- 
holty there, was by Bt. Paul ordered to come to. hl 
une! Do thy Diligence, ſays he, 2 Tim. 4 9. 1e come for iy 
wo me. And he tells him, that CWM was then ee to 
Galatla, and Titus t Dalmatia, 80 that neither Timetby nor 
* 2 at — 1 12 A“ at leaſt, — ou — 

ged to a conflaut ues, but execu elr Epi/co 
Function In other Places beſides I 
doubt, many others of the ſame Authority did the like, . 

Now, ſeveral of theſe Perſons coming to the ſame Pl 
x different Times with an Epy/copa! Character, were —— 
call'd Bi/beps of that See ; Abd the Writers of the following 
Centuries, not being able to fix the exact Time of their Re- 
idence, ſore call'd One the firſt Biſhop, and ſome Arother, : 
Others again reckon'd none for Biſhops of thoſe Sees, beſides 
the Apoſtles, *till ſome One was fix'd there. And this has 
dien Occaſion to thoſe different Accounts of the firſt. Suc- 
ceſſion. For at Feru/alem, where there was a fix'd Biſhop at 
the Beginning, we find no Differences in this Matter; So 
that the Apoſtles not immediately fixing Biſhops in ſeveral 
ben, but ſometimes ſending One with pop Authority, and 
ſmetimes Another, is (I verily believe) the true Reaſon, why 
is ſo difficult to know who were the %% Biſhops of ok 
faces: For we meet with no ſuch Difficulties after the 702 
le Age, when Biſhops were every where ſettled, and the 
Limits of their as dichion aſſign'd. But this can be no Ob- 
tion againſt the Divine Right- of Epiſcapacy ; for the Office 
* a Biſhop implies only a Superiority of Order and Juriſdic- 
un, to whom alone the Power of Ordination belongs: But 
the Relation of a money to this or phat particular Divceſe' or 
)ſtrit, is not chhelutely neceſſary, All that I contend for. is, 
lit the Power 8 9 which was given by Chriſt 17 

2 5 


pheſts and Crate: And no - | 


10 A Viftatin SERMON, 
his Apoſtles, was by them convey'd to nene but ſuch uu nuf 
be acknowledg'd a difin? and our Order to that of 
Presbyters : And conſequently, ſuch alone ate inveſted" with 
that Power. For to Govern in the Church of God i not 6 
peculiar to Biſhops, but Preſbyters and others may do this by 
their Appoinitment, and in Subordimation G m_ 3 10 0 
moſt zealous Aſſerters of 1 cy have gran 2 

I then, Rüber 2 Log _ fend Account, — a ih 
between a Biſh ſhop, with Refty, 
— in the 2 and a Biſhop of 2 Nen 


e, and conſider him only as One who is Superiour te 
— ow and — Sole Right of Ordination, we thall find 
that all the material Objections $ againſt the Dive It uſheutio 
of Epiſcopacy may eaſily be anſwer d. b 


And now, I preſume, T have made it V Main! ane Won 
but ſach as receive Ordination from the Hands of thoſe we 
now call Bi/bops, have any Authority to miniſter "Hi 
Things; ſince the Power of Ordination is appropriatec iq thi 
higbe Order in the Chriſtian Church. And to Winnt ha 
been ſaid, I might, for farther Proof, add the ont Teffimw 
of all Chriſtendom for near Fifteen Hundred Years together 
and challenge our Adver/ariz;, to produce ane Inftatice” of 
valid Ordination by Preſbyters for all that Time. The Sto 
of the Scottiſh Culdees, and all others of a like Nature, hay 
been abundantly confuted and expy N — (I think) ard 

is the only certain Inſtance in ty of a Pet 
Officiating in Holy Things with a hots Preh n Ordin 
tion: But he was no ſooner diſcover'd, but he was diſcarded 
and all that he had done declar'd null and veid s. At fe 
Aerius, tho' he ſtifly contended for àn Equality between Pro 
byters and Biſhops, yet I do not remember, that, cho 3 Pri 
Her himſelf, he Ele ' pretended to Ordain athers, ot that an 


* The Third Council of Alexandria, beld A. D 4. pronounce bi 
a mere Layman ; beear!e bis Ordainer Colluthus, Je ng onl 8 Pr 
ter, had no Authority to ordain. The Synod of andi 775 
entence, and call Iſchyras, O wapmrinngey, One full of 
. neſs, And Socrates terms this e a Crime deſerving a Thoulat 
Deaths ; His Words are, leigt cid woman 
Od rarer yag . — N. Ty Ilge Curies r 
56g. Te leghws * NM. Vid. AthanaC Apal, 2, de 
Hi I. 1. C . ol. 3. * 592. Edit. Par. 1642. Socraty Kc 
0 . 


rad OA 
if his Followers officia den an 


uſt 


> or however that be, this 

with -A it 5 and bags 

* {0 

w by Now, 1 feel very | Wars, if Phifeopary 

the ri Iuſtitution, 550 it mould prev on N 
I 


ud Preſbyrers rarnely give up their "Ri 
luint, or ſo much as leaving any 
vitneſs their nat Authority to — . 
ve have. as rg —_ 2 _ (7 rnd 725 
bc, a at the nation is appropi 
10 5 i as 35 Ne e Ba the 1 Er- 
ſitution o e Litd's-Day,' of Bap the 
ous of SORT 's ws foe 6 fete 
ary Continuance of an one poſitive Ordinance in the 
F Men will exetriſe tfteir Wit and Faney, and ply the 
Force of their Utdetftanding, they may raiſe 
ions againſt rhe plainef Truths. 5 I 
the Divine Authority of Epiſcopacy catmot be 

out weakening the Foundations of Can fon 
ds upon the ſame Foot with the uni the Holy Serip- 
wres ; and the ſame Arguments char confirm che One; as effec- 
willy eſtabliſh the / t. 

Now then, to ſum up the Evidence: A Comm, to Or- 
din was given to Nam but the pee and their Surez/hrs. 
And to extend it to any iafcribur Or ir without Warrant in 
Nature or Antiquity.; for very Commiſſion is naturally 2x, 
of all Perſons, except thoſe to whom it is giver : 80 
ince it does not appear that the, Commi/ſion to Ordain, which 
ite 4po/iles received from our Saviour, kg ever granted to any 
but ſuch as muſt be acknowledged'to be of 2 our Order 
o that of Precbyters, (which Order is the” ſame with that of 


- 
— 


— 


2 os 


have any Pretence thereunto ; And conſequently, Naue but 
ſuch x ordained. by a Loney can * a Titte to minifter 
n the Chriftian Church, . 


"; the Two Pointe 1 propoſed to'fpeak to. 1 ſhall therefore 
Fiefly confider their proper fiery and ſo conclude; '' 


|. Then, From: »hat has bom ltd we. may infer, The 
Vid. Beyereg. Tod. Can. Vind, C. 11, Sed. 17. FR 


prodigious 


hoſe we now call Bi/bops z) therefore It foltows, that Nb Others | 


And now, I hope, Thee given ferns Seto weer 12 
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rodigious Folly, and Madne/s of thoſe Perſons, ho, in Dic 
— or Writing, labour to ex the Cope thy 
Scorn and Contempt. - He | that 7 you, ſays our Savin 
Luke 10. 16. 92 Ale, and he that deſpiſes Me, diet 
that fent Ae. Every Reflection on the true Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, ultimately terminates in God himſelf: But wher 
as it is natural, Men proceed from hence to burleſque the Dj 
vine Inſtitutions themſelves, to make Comical Repreſentatic 
of the Sacraments, and even to ridicule the Authority of thi 
Holy apy cms tho' never ſo {2s and by obligue Inſinuation 
this is a Flying in the Face of God, a Deſpiſing his Wisdom 
an Outraging his Majeſty, and a Daring his Vengeance'; and 
argues a 28 to be at the End of his Chain, ind o he don 

his utmoſt Lengths in Impiety. Now, ſince all Sia is Bu 

this muſt be the Hops of Indiſcretion, and the Extremity « 
Madneſs. It is poſſible, by frequent Repetitions, Men ma! 
gro inſenſible of their Crime, and ſtupify their Canſtienc 
to that Degree, as to take Pleaſure in ſuch Exceſles : And 
Ambition of getting a Name, heading a Party, and being re 

uted Wits and Free Thinkers, may conſiderably heighten thei 

atisfaction: However, the pleaſant Scene will quickly be ſhift 
ed, and eternal Horror ſucceed in its Stead : And it is a wil 
Bargain, for the Sake of a little momentary Mirth to expo 
one's (elf to Everlaſting Miſery, But Perſons of this Charadte 
are not to be dealt with in the Way of Reaſon and Argument 
A Jeſt with them will weigh down a r and th 
date naming of Prig and Prigſ- Cut will be thought a fu 
Reply 30 all that can be offer'd for thelr Conviction. | 


II. The foregol N ſhould oblige Men to! 
nicely cautious how they take upon them to admini/ler the 54 
craments, or exerciſe any other Holy Function In the Chriſtiut 
Church, without a Divine Commiſſion. For this is to coun 
terfeit the Broad Seal of Heaven, and to commit Tru 
againſt the AA High And tho ſuch Perſons may not m 


with a Temporal, yet they can never eſcape an Zternal Ven 

geance, Under the Jrun 2 — od was wont « 

vindicate the Honour of the Prie/ihood by a ſudden Execution 
e 


on thoſe who invaded it: For temporal Rewards and Puni 

ments being the main Sanction of the Law, this was the mo 
proper and agreeable Method. But the Goſdel being chief 
eſtabliſh'd on the Regards of Eternity, God Almighty does ne 


think fit preſently to exert his Power on ſuch Occalions. . , 


4 


„ 
4 


d 


I, > == => 


| Preachd at Okehampton. + 23 
„ſince (as I have ſhewn) the U of the | 
nder the Goſpel is an equal, nay à far greater Crime than 
under the Lat, we concl that the langer the 
kniſhment is deferr'd, the bea it will be when it comes; 
len ſhould therefore be well aſſured of the Validity of their 
Commiſſion, before they preſume to act upon it. ally 
unſidering the intolerable Miſchiefs which 'neceſſarily attend 
te Uſurpation of the Sacred Charafter : For when Perſons 
d to be Miniſters of the Goſpel, without having received 
teir Commiſſion according to Divine. Appointment, as are 
wilty of Sacrilege in Executing an Office to which they have 
0 Title, ſo all that they do in that Capacity is aui and in. 
fu! And conſequently, thoſe who are their Followers are 
d into a moſt dangerous State, fince, for Want of receiving 
Ordinances of our Saviour from commiſſion'd Hands, they 
we no Aſſurance of being under the Go/pe/-Covenant,. or of 
c u ang wholly on. the eee e . 
And from hence rms 1. ant 
Il, We may infer the great Reaſonableneſs and even N. 
fy of a e Communion with the eſtabliſhed Church, 
| here I earneſtly deſire all Perſons to confider this Matter 
ouſly, as becomes thoſe who have any Love for their own 
| others Souls, They who have HHC Order: aye law- 
 commiſſion'd to Preach, and niſter the Sacraments z 
3 acknowledged on all Hand: And 1 n thoſe 
b are baptized by them, are undoubtedly admitted into the 
ariſtian Church, and have a Title,” by virtue of the Divine 
"miſe, to all the Benefits and Bleſſings of the Goſpel. On the 
er Side, thoſe who have ne. /uch Orders, cannot prove their 
thority to do any of the fore-mentioned Acts, there being 
Inſlance in Scripture of any beſides an pipe Ordination z 
che Chriſtian Church, for Fifteen Hun Yea 


has al- 
d of no other. 80 that, take it in the moſt /avouradls 
ntruction, all the Miniſtrations of thoſe who diſſent from 
re 8 there is no Certainty that any Thing they 
n Holy Matters is valid ; Thoſe, therefore, who join them- 
to them, and have their Children baptized by them, 
il run the greateſt Riſque, and their own and their 
Uren's Happineſs upon a diſpulabi Point. Now, who that 
ny Regard to his Eternal Intereſt, any Senſe of the Hap- 
s and Miſery of another World, any Conſideraticn — 
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"2 with the E 
as ſome would CO but dj novo e and whict 
no one, who regards his Soul as much as heidoes 9 
Eſtate, would ever netlect. In temporal Caſes we al ds 
it reaſonable, and our Duty, to take 10 0 0 
why ſhould n eee, AS ant 

Concerns? 

I know how tenacious moſt People are. of ve Pr 
and Practices they have bred up . lon en 
850 Rut . —— %% bod; al 

inions em. To an 
order to our Happineſs, is both bh ch el nd al 
able Principle we can act _ the Min 
ſters of the Efabli/ſ#'d Churd ry — AvT 
and all others, who have not Epi/copal Ordination, a aye 6 y 
certain one, if any at all, it is , and thereſote 
fonable and neceſſary. eon/tantly to communicate- with -th 
Church. And all this even uy >n the largeſt, Conceſſions. 

But then, if we will believe \e Primitive Fathers, who we 
certainly Men of Learning ana Judgment, as well as Honel 
and Integrity, the Caſe of thoſe who Jom themſelves to Paſt 

that have =o Ordination (and ſuch are all * 
have not receiv'd their Commiſſion from Epi/copal Hande, 
—— ved) is much worſe. St. [ynatius, who wrote wit 

red Years after. our Saviour, having reckon' d 

ee Orders of Biſbops, Prieſts, und Deacons, gn 
us , that without theſe there can be no Church, no 4ga1l 
of Saints, no Holy ofſemblies. Again, + Whoever belong ts © 

g and NG Chriſt, mihi be in Communion with the 2 2 
deceived (my Brethren) he that join E 
Doin carnot inherit the Wee 0d, | And fanher 
aſſures us, that no one can do any that pertains ii 
-Church without the Biſhop, And, thut nave but the 
ſuch as are canſtiguted and ordained by him, have Auth d. 
miniſter the Sarraments 'of Bapti/m and the Lord's-Supper : At 
that the Miniftrations of all others are 1 and e 

* By, ad Trall, + Zo. ad Philadelph. 1% ad Sun 


Shot = 


or his Soul, would ever 


ws ynion than tha; 0f the Eft 
bz e SE 


Promiſes — \Blngs of 
Goſpel become became (Wy. unoprai unoentain tow yr ( 1 
wholly mg and no Eftet 


we are aſſured of the Validity Car 
7 e ag he g 


155 0 Fe ins mrs ins , the Nl Off PO, 


— and Prie riefthood wry 
knit itfelf ? This Doc ine may pr 
ome Mens Ears, and be called Fax! 
{er invidious Name; but furely, to 


9 * in he Je. 69, 7374, Edi 
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26 A Viſitation nnen &c. 
of Chriſtianity; away the Triiths « 


and not to Compliment 
the Goſpel, can never juſtly be term'd a M of Wat, « 
ay other Chriſtian Virtue. For tho' Lutetoarwwic/t may 
SA * 1 gion forn tne Gy eee yet aro 
eren eligion for a true G 4 be the 
of Names will never alter the N 
contend carne for the Faith, and to be 2 2 
Good Cauſe, and to vindleate the DO 
excellently Refarm'd Church upon al + 
_ be. 4 by our ee 
went hon... inconſiſtent with tru- 
Far rat er great and ſhining I ; of 
of the Clergy, whoſe Buſineſs it is to 
and truly to repreſent the Mind 'of gs t a 
ſhall we fonts upon ourſelves, if we call Ul Boi Ga 
Evil? If we handle the Word io 
Men in their Errors, and 
to the Humours of the Ag 
Aderation? It therefore 
„* thoſe'who are of Wa — rr 
rid, and e erte e 
well efttbliſhed in the Principſes of Religion, ' tht fo 


may be true to the Church owr/elves ae to | 
11 ſelves, " 

There are ſeveral other uſeful In ＋ N 
follow from the foregoing Diſcourſe 


— Patience too much already, « wel hon nes comprir 


m all in that-extenſive Inference of St. Paul, which 
— all Orders and of Men whatſoever, 1 85 


8. Wherefore. my beloved Brethren, be immoveable, 
. * 


that your Labour it nö in vain in 8 


Now to Father, lu, if He 
1 * "a A 


2 


a eee or 4 


hey Aa 8 oy 8 
— — tom 1 furgunt Duns (Uh 
tera pref Srmita:1 Din 
rn "om Fi, dem Vet 75 tur, aum er 
Wm p: N % in he Vindicatur, | 


To 
* 
4 ade ve CT - 4448 Aa, 
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genuine CHARACTER of th 
Right Reverend Father in G O D, 
Dr. GEORGE HO OPEN, fome= 
time Biſhop of Bath and Fells. By the 

Rev. Thomas Coney, D. D. late Rector o 
Bath ; as it was publiſh'd in a Politi 

ournal in the Year 1727. under the 
w'd Name of ORTHODOXUS.: 

Ile quidem plenus annit abiit, | 
bus, illis etiam recu/avit : · 
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IX | n! . 
CCORDING to the Character you have in thF 


1 


that you 


y told 

mhout leading us into ſome of the 
i his Life and AfHhons. | 1608 

As this Prelate was the laſt of Anne's Promoti 
nd the moſt remarkable for his Affection to the Church 
nd; fo I muſt tell my Friend, that his Character 
wuld have made a ſhining Figure in his Journals, and attoned 
kr the Tediouſheſs of twenty little Stories concerning "the 
tidery and Corru of a paultry Corporations -—@ © 

What you have omitted, 5 [Way Frereres @ (One 
9 nnn G88 Nane 
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25 The Cuakkerrer of 
at Length; but in Miniature; with A | Uily of pte. 
ſerving Gratitude in the Minds of thoſe he has oblig'd, and 
ee e in ſuch as ſhall ſucceed: him in the 


. the Ge 2 ty of Readers are deſiroub to W 


„ and P 1 * f a great 
ſo | hal roy infor ti, rhe D Hoapur el vo 
or ine, n BN 
1 — a Stunlent A "ut * 100 eu y 
ugh all his Degrees 322 * * 
- * Jo tm to Bip Arie, anc, Artaythcp 
hted by the 1 . ectory bf Lan- 
Fre AI the Prom 74 Exeter. Upon te Marg 
Prince 2 


with the Prince of Orange 
7 Tee, 1 
and a the fron, Was er inte to t 
Deanty of Cortes Won Whit be u thi INS 
Ro! choſen Prolecuter 
on and became a 9 pes of the 18 * and 
ivileges of Zng/{h 9 geg the e 
＋ to the Throne, he was fArſt advanced to the 45 ** 
7 t. and ** wards tranſlated to the See of 

ere It Was, that he was received with the _ 

and Laity, and. r 


pplauſe both of the Clerg 
Gan of his Liſe, verifie that ſay + of his 
70%, Gon 


That Dy. Hooper ws the beft Sebolar 
world mate the camp, I (hat ever wo! ntl 
minſler-School, 
Under this #bree/a/4 Notion, 1 hall be bog 
2 _ fect 5 — of this eminent Proldtes AF gee 
far cen hls Virtues, as the Compal of your rp ml 
allow me. 
As to his Leaming, it was not ſmattering and auen 
but ſolid and univerſal : And no Men can doubt of 
who 1d ever the Happineſs of his private Converſation, « 
the Nen of peruſing = 'publick _— His Talent 
Ma ſo in eve l art | 
aſters Tf each Faculty have tho their e 1 
My Biſhop's peculiar Study. The 


bred to the Bar, and converſant in ning Þ — — 5 
Cr The Ga/uift might think his whole Lime a 


M 


Leave to give 


r in Fathers 
he Antiquary might tie him down to "Medal 
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ou 


d N 
verſa 
ture 


2 or . 


d familiar to him as Lain 


pci 24 tot the Rew (his 1 — 
A len. terature, any 

i had eſcaped his Obſervance. TY 

Yet in all Nr * 

dlency was, that 45 Lk of 
a Tho aghts, nor 2 
of his —_—_ 

une with the ELA . — ON 
i the Rabbins with the Fidelity of the Fathers, and * 
mes Of modern with the Tranſactions of . rtiguityy 
hat he was a — | in his Converſat any 00, 0000s 54 
tining in his aden ns Þ as 10 was pro in Knows 
x and _ 

de next Poſt W View Aitken EA 
blen. And y his Aceom — 4 were 
ot only to excel thoſe of his own Profeſſion, but to be 
for (uch as had made Converſation and Ceremony br 
nd ultimate Study, 19 — any. one * * Is — 
_ of this great 

of the Low Cusn when he —_ 100 10 — 
whole World, and had tranſerib'd mn his own Gannon ofthe 
wer was really valuable in the moſt polite Court of — 

|t is obſervable, that much ag makes Men pettl nit gd 
moroſe z that a recluſe Life 1s an Impediment 1 
lon 4 and that Learning itfelf ly 11 and dogmatical t 
but, in the Prelate before us, all theſe Acquiſitions had 
quite contrary Effes, His Study was to promote 
Manners ; = Retirement, to make a more — Ap- 
ey and his Learning, to propagate ty 

nſion, 

The private Courſe. of his Life. would force any one to 
confeſs, that he was far from affecting Popularity, or doing 
my Thing for Noiſe and Oſtentation ; but his 


was ſo venerable; his Converſation fo endearing, and his 


Demcanour ſo uncommon; as to render him the moſt popular 
and noted Prelate of his — 6 

But in the midſt of theſe Cixilities and Accompliſhments, 
it is ſtill remarkable, that the Gravity of the Bip kept the 
Aſcendant of the Gentleman; and — his Principles were too 
liff to bend t& any Company. His Zeal and ty were 


„„ „% „„ — 


1 ” Ne Channoryn, of 
| — Tk... never loſt in a Croud of Wer; 
ris 6 Suffeter . one Ph 
E ſſian. 
Such # learijed and aceompliſh'd perten rift be 
wa Di6&d ; and we have the leſs Neaſon to 


ng Character, if we conſider the wit . 
uncommon Maxims by which he 7 N 
He leok'd upon h 


as marry'd to his Di 
Ges his numerous Acquaintance,and —＋ Friend- 
ps in ether Parts of the Kingdom, — 1 — his Prefer- 


ents 60 His mn Cn, the reſidin of Nis 
and R 


| ior ors Bl had V. Share in his — 

at « Diſtance. The laborious Clet * 
' Ni A ſurprived into a Preferment, whilſt 

dt No Duty; 3 and combating with Behifm, The m modeſt 
humble an would be in his — without the 
Fatigue of 2 E. e Fermallty of ition. The 
Care of Nis Pariſh was the beſt Recommendation of a Paſtor 
to this vigilant — and the Centinuanee in his Duty the 
moſt obllg ing Requital that eould be made him, 
the Jervis . great, and the Congregation num ſome 
Marks of Diftinion were certainly placed, and the 
Ner was ſeaſonably advanced, to ſecure — her Reverence 

to his Perſon, and a kinder Acceptan ce of his Labour, 

Hl frequent Complaint was, oe te Want of more Pres 
rments for a numerous, an indigent, and a 2 
lergy : And, inſtead of ſtocking hie Cathedral with Rela 
tions, and filling the Pulpit with Party and Faction, he 
broke the Neck of the fee Combinations, and leſt no- 
thing dut end Decius in his Dioceſe, and the Bleſſing of 
| Peace and Unanimity amongſt his Clergy. 

Pray God we may always continue in the ſame Poſture 
that he left us, and may have no Reaſon to make that Com- 
plaint upon the Deceaſe of our ſpiritual. Father, which Fi 
did upon the Loſs of his Friend; Amiſi vite mea Ramm, 
* 7 com, & vereor ne paſthac negligentius vivam. + 

know the Compaſs of your Paper, or elſe I could add 

a thouſand Things about the intellectual ties of this 
tPrelate, who, like %, had no 5 in his Under- 
anding, no Abatemement of his natural Force, and youthful Wit 
at the uncommon Period of almoſt Ninety Years. 
It is probable that ſome other Perſon, who is under greater 
Obligations to his Lordſhip than myſelf, and better be. 
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